[Cytotoxic effect of the serum of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis patients on spinal cord motoneurons in tissue culture].
Organotypical cultures of the spinal cord of the fetal mouse were used to study the neurocytotoxic effect of sera from patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). Sera from 16 patients with ALS were used in two experiments: 1. short-term treatment (up to 6 days) of the mature cultures with nutrient medium containing 30% of ALS serum; 2. long-term cultivation from the explantation up to 4 weeks of spinal cord in the medium containing 5-25% of ALS serum. No specific neurotoxic effect of ALS sera on the motor neurons of the cultured spinal cord were observed in acute or chronic experiments.